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Morning Message

Living Abundantly In a
Bad Economy, Part 3:
"Breaking Free From the
Chains of Debt”
Proverbs 22:7
Pastor Phil Hopper

Evening Activities

No Evening Service
Connection Groups Meet

Upcoming Activities
= Today—El Salvador Training Session, 4:45 pm
= Jan.30 —WOW “Movie Night Out”, 6:30 pm
= Feb.68&7—HS Student Leadership Retreat
»  Feb.13&14—Mariage Weekend Event
= Feb.15—Membership Class, after 3rd service
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Living Abundantly In a Bad Economy, Part 3:
“Breaking Free From the Chains of Debt” Proverbs 22:7

*For many Americans excessive has caused the American Dream

to become an American nightmare!

Millions of Americans are in financial chains because of excessive debt. If
you're one of them the only thing that matters now is what are you
willing to do about it?

*We must follow the Word of God in
including money and financial matters.

single area of my life—

Consumer debt is at an all-time high in America primarily because of
greed and materialism. The average American household carries $12
thousand in credit card debt alone. Remember what Jesus said “Take
heed and beware of covetousness...”

Are you content or covetous? (Luke 12:15)

*You will either conquer with or be conquered by

Contentment says “Let’s wait and pay with cash” but covetousness says
“Let’s get it now and pay with credit”. Contentment says “Let’s save up
for it: but covetousness says “get it now and pay for it later”.

Some have sold their souls to the “*gospel” according to Madison
Avenue! (See Proverbs 22:7)

*When you let yourself get upside down in debt you sell yourself into
and

Loosely translated the Proverb tell us “*He who goes a borrowing...goes a
sorrowing”. The deeper you find yourself in debt the more of a slave
and the more of a servant you become!

Is being in debt always a sin?
* —there is acceptable debt and unacceptable debt.

The Scripture is full of instruction to those who would be lenders. If
borrowing were a sin then God would not be giving biblical instruction to
those who lend. Borrowing in and of itself is not a sin.

Examples of acceptable debt:

*Borrowing to make a large purchase for something with the potential
to invalue like a house.

*When the debt is enough that it can be easily and
systematically be paid back.

Examples of unacceptable debt:

*Borrowing so much that there is no way you can pay
it back without a great stress.

*Owing more money on something than it's realistically

When you're debt eats up 25% of your income in addition to your home
mortgage—you’re in trouble. When you have so much debt on a house
or a car so that you owe more than you can sell it for—you’re in trouble.

When you've got credit cards that you can‘t pay off the entire balance at
the end of the month—you‘re in trouble.

When you material things like your god they will end up treating you
like the devil!

*For many of us our has enslaved us!

Jesus said “Take heed and beware of covetousness...” because if we
don’t we will wake up and find ourselves in chains of debt and financial
bondage!

*If you are not in debt of debt...If you are in debt

of debt!

Unless you are paying off the monthly balance on your credit card on
time, every time, you are misusing your credit card! And if you are
misusing your credit card the people you got it from are misusing you!

How to break free from the chains of debt:
1) Recognize the rulership of Christ
*Acknowledge that God owns and you own nothing.

As Lord He's the owner and master of all that we have—including our
money! No longer ask yourself "“What should | do with my money?” The
real question is “Lord, what do you want me to do with Your money?”

2) Radically change your

*Financial freedom does not hinge on how much money you make—it
hinges on how you choose to

The key is not simply more money. The key is spending less. Some
people never get out of debt, much less get ahead, because the more

money they have the more money the spend!
3) Realize a budget

Keep a detailed log of everything you spend for at least two months.
You can’t prepare a budget if you don’t know where you’re money’s
going! Then prepare a written budget and stick with it!

4) your debt

Eliminate the smaller debts first to free up money to apply toward larger
debts. Also, pay off the debts with the higher interest rates before you
do the smaller interest rates.

5) from all future debt

You can’t get out of debt while you’re still incurring more. Cut up the
credit cards and start using cash.

Throw off the chains of debt and put on the chains of Christ!

*Jesus died to
could not pay!

a debt He did not owe for a we



