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Morning Message

Living Abundantly In a
Bad Economy, Part 4:
"How To Get Ahead”
Proverbs 6:6-11
Pastor Phil Hopper

Evening Activities

"The Problem of Creation”
Genesis 1:2
Pastor Phil Hopper

Upcoming Activities

= Feb.68&7—HS Student Leadership Retreat

= Feb.7—Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8:00am

= Feb.8—Adult Choir Practice, 4:15 pm

= Feb.8—FlSalvador Training Session, 4:45pm
»  Feb.13&14—Mariage Weekend Event

= Feb.15—Membership Class, after 3rd service
= Feb.17—A-JOY, 10:30am

= Feb.21—AWANA Grand Prix, 8:30am
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Living Abundantly In a Bad Economy, Part 4:
“"How To Get Ahead” Proverbs 6:6-11

*Remember the #1 key to be financially free—learning to be
|

Luke 12:15 “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses...”
Contentment is not found in possessions but in a Person—the
Person of Jesus Christ!

*Buying more stuff cannot bring lasting
a cooler toy cannot bring lasting

...Owning

You can’t get ahead if you're still trying to pay for where you’ve
been!

Proverbs 22:7 “The rich rules over the poor and the borrower is
servant tothe lender.”

If you're deeply in debt there is not a quick fix, but there is a way
out and there is a way up! Put a plan together to break free from
the chains of debt!

To get ahead learn four lessons from the ant!

1) hard (v. 6)

God says “Go to the ant, you sluggard...”...What is the difference
between an ant and a slug? One is always in motion and the
other one just lies around! The ant is always working, never
resting!

1 Timothy 5:8 “...if anyone does not provide for his own, and es-
pecially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.”

Unless you're physically ill or disabled God expects you to work!

*As long as you do your God will do His!

2) up (v.6)

Hard work alone is not enough—we need to be wise! The Bible is
full of contrasts between those who are wise and those who are
foolish. When the Bible speaks of a fool it has nothing to do with
the lack of intelligence. A fool is someone who refuses to obey
God because they think they’re smarter than God!

*Wisdom comes from God’s Word and it

to your life!

Wise decisions come through following God’s Word! Every
spending decision is a spiritual decision! We should seek God’s
wisdom before we make a decision!
*Qur entire futures are determined one at atime!
Wisdom begins with the decision to submit ourselves completely

to the authority of Jesus Christ! Walk according to His Word and
you will be wise!

3 up(v.8)

The ant is always thinking ahead and always laying up for the
future! They lay up food in the summer so they’ll have something
to eat in the winter. Proverbs 21:20 says the wise man saves for
the future but the foolish man spends all he earns!

*We need to save for our !
It’s biblical and wise to save for unforeseen emergencies...
retirement...our children’s education. You may not be able to

save for everything, but you can save for something!

*But don’t be so

with saving for the future that
you forget to live along the way!

4) up (v.9-11)

Prosperity has a way of lulling people to sleep! Our nation has
known good times for so long that we quit paying attention!
When you stop paying attention you become vulnerable to cata-
clysm!

God wants to get our attention!

*Does God have ?



