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"A Brand New You!”
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
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Are you truly a Christian? Have you truly been saved? (Acts 2:2, Rom. 10:13, Eph. 2:8)

*To be “saved” means to be saved from sin’s
(Rom. 6:23)

—death and separation from God!

Confusion abounds in our culture as to what it really means to be a Christian. Yet answering this question
matters for the “here and now” and especially the “hereafter”!

Many claim to be a Christian who act nothing like a Christian because they’re not really a Christian!

That doesn’t necessarily mean they’re bad people. They want to do better. They want to try harder.
They've made one resolution after another. But they never experience any lasting change because...

*Lasting is something God does inwardly—it’s not what we do outwardly!

Most people try to change their life through “behavior modification” when what we really need is “inner
transformation”. God is not trying to make the old you better...He wants to make a new you all together!
At the moment of salvation you become a “new creation”! (v.17)

"

*This new creation/inner transformation is called the doctrine of *

Man was created by God to reflect God’s image spiritually (Gen. 1:26), but when Adam sinned he died
spiritually so that every human being is born physically alive but spiritually dead. This is why Jesus said
“you must be born again.” (John 3:3)

At the moment of salvation God'’s Spirit comes to live inside of you giving life to your spirit!

*Your spirit is regenerated (the new birth) and you receive a brand
nature!

nature—a godly

We are born physically with a fallen sinful nature. But when we’re born spiritually we receive a new godly
nature thatis holy and sinless! (2 Petera:2)

*As children of God, having been “born” of God, we receive the nature of our

Heavenly Father!

Are you the same today as the day you got saved? According to verse 17 if you still are—you ain‘t!
*If you're not a new creation you never got regeneration which means you didn’t receive !
Romans 8:29 “For whom He foreknow He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son...”

*God’s promise is that if you're truly a Christian you will become more like Christ!

The gospel has been so “watered down"” that many think they’re saved but they’re not!

Becoming a Christian is more than merely “believing” and “asking Jesus into your heart” as so many have
been taught. And getting baptized isn't how you’re “born again”.

*Being a Christian is more than just believing about Christ—it’s our lives to Christ!

Jesus is both Lord and Savior—and if He is not your Lord He is not your Savior! We should examine
ourselves spiritually too see if we're really “in the faith”! (2 Corinthians 13:5)

*There are many who live religiously but they're still spiritually! (See Matthew 5:21-23)

What does it mean to truly “believe in Jesus”? (John 3:16)
James 2:14-26 tells us there is a “saving” faith and a “dead” faith!

*Dead faith believes ABOUT Jesus WITHOUT
...While saving faith is trusting IN Jesus AND

to Jesus...

to Jesus!

*James 2:17 says that faith without works is "dead” because true “saving” faith will always produce good
works—a life!

*Does that mean Christians never sin? 'But while Christians “stumble” into sin or
“wrestle” with sin it's impossible if you're a new creation to live habitually all of your life in sin—to revel
in it with no repentance!

*True saving faith is always marked by toward sin and toward God.

*The evidence that you're a Christian is not what you say with your
with your life! (Matthew 7:16-20)

—it's what you say

True Christians can “backslide” into sin. But if you're truly a Christian God is going to make sure you “slide
up” again—He will not leave you in the “pig pen” of sin! (Hebrews 12:5-8)

*To be a Christian you must be willing to forsake all to Christ! (Mark 8:34-35)

*You must turn from your to have your Savior! (Acts 3:19-20)

Sin has separated us from God...But Christ came to reconcile us to God! (v. 18-20)

*Christ came to reconcile mentoa God!

Through His blood our sins are blotted out in the eyes of God so that God declares us righteous!

God did this by making the sinless Son of God become sin for us! (v. 21)

*God the Father placed every
Son! (1 Peter 2:4)

thing we’d ever done on the back of His sinless

In Christ God declares us “righteous™!

*The moment we are saved God no longer calls us sinners—He calls us !




