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“Chained to His Chariot”
Il Corinthians 2:14-17
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The Apostle Paul is describing in this passage one of the grandest spectacles of ancient
times!

*A Roman military march.

A Roman general would be rewarded by leading a parade through the streets of Rome, after
having conquered a foreign enemy in battle. The streets would be lined with tens of thousands
of cheering people. Rose petals and confetti would be floating in the air. Burning incense would
fill the air with its aroma.

*Chained to the triumphant general’s chariot would the highest ranking officers of the
conquered army—they are now of war.

The prisoners are being paraded through the city as the spoils of war. This is the imagery the
Apostle Paul is using!

*The imagery is of Christ as our conquering General—He ALWAYS causes us to !
(v.14)

The prisoners would all be holding censors of burning incense. Everywhere they went the
fragrance of burning incense followed them (v. 15-16). Some of these prisoners of war were
being led to their death. Others would be allowed to live. The fragrance of death was following
some while the fragrance of life was following others!

*Today if you have Jesus as your Savior you carry the aroma of
But if you reject Jesus as your Savior you carry the aroma of !

Receiving Jesus brings eternal life but rejecting Jesus brings judgment and death! Romans 6:23
“The wages of sinis death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

*|f you are a follower of Jesus the of life ought to follow you where ever you go!

We've been given freedom, forgiveness and eternal life! The aroma of Jesus ought to follow us
wherever we go! Verse 14 says, He “always causes us to triumph”! Romans 8:37 says, “we are
more than conquerors!”

A Roman military trivmphal march was granted to a conquering general under five
conditions:

*|t required the victory be and decisive...It had to be over a foreign enemy...At
least 5ooo of the enemy were slain in a single battle...The conquest must extend over the entire
territory of the conquered state...and it must put an end to the war!

Our General the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled all five!

1) The death and of Jesus won a decisive victory over the enemy!
2) Christ every foreign foe we have—sin, Satan, death and hell!

3) He destroyed all the and principalities of hell!

4) His was shed for the entire world!

5) The battle on Mt. Calvary ended the war—Christ has !

Christ has won the war for the world! The battle goes on but the victory has already been won!
Victory comes when you start resting in what Christ has done!

If we are on the side of VICTORY why do fail to live VICTORIOUSLY?

*We have the concept of Christian victory.

We picture Jesus as our conquering General with the devil and all his demons chained to His
chariot and being dragged along behind. But that’s not the image at all that is being painted!
Currently the Bible describes Satan as the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). Satan is defeated but
for a little longer he’s still on the loose!

*Christ is our conquering General and

are the ones who are chained to His chariot!

Five times in the New Testament the Apostle Paul described himself as a “prisoner” of Jesus
Christ. Christ had put him in a set of handcuffs and he was now chained to His chariot!

*Christ and Satan did battle 2000 years ago on Mt. Calvary and we are the

of war!

They were in a war for the souls of men/women. God won. The devil lost. To the victor go the
spoils. This is why Paul could say “I'm a prisoner...Yet I'm always triumphant”.

We become victorious by becoming a prisoner to Jesus Christ!

*We throw off the

of sin by putting on the

of Jesus Christ!

Victory happens by giving Christ every area of your life—your family, finances, marriage, career,
etc...It all belongs to Him! The key to victory in the Christian life is a great spiritual paradox...

*To be a “conqueror in Christ” you first have to be

by Christ!

Paul was saying "l've been conquered so now | can conquer!” To be an “over comer” in Christ

you first have to be “overcome” by Christ!

Every human being is wearing a set of chains whether they know it or not!

*You are either chained to Christ or you are chained to the !

And the world and everything in it is perishing. The world is going straight to hell. Only by

being chained to Christ will you go to heaven!

To be liberated in life you must be chained to Jesus Christ! (2 Corinthians 3:17)

*When you are chained to Christ's chariot He gives you

during turmoil!

under pressure and

Jesus said in John 16:33 “In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer for | have
overcome the world”. In Christ, even when you suffer you can be an over comer!

Give your life for Christ!

*And fill your entire world with the aroma of



