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"A Letter from Pastor Phil”
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ—is it a fact or fable? Is it real history or the greatest
hoax the world has ever known? The truth is something happened almost 2000 years
ago that changed the world forever. A man was born in history known as “Jesus of
Nazareth” and His life forever changed the world. Millions all over the world still
remember Him. They worship Him. They celebrate His birth. They remember His
death. But what is it that made Jesus so unique in all of history?

First, it began with His claim. He claimed to be deity— “God in the flesh”. He
proclaimed Himself as the Messiah, the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophesies
concerning the Jewish Savior who would one day come and die for sinful men to
restore them to a sinless God. Then, He predicted His own crucifixion, but promised in
three days He would rise from the dead. Based on His claims it would be easy to pass
him off in history as just another religious “weirdo”—either a liar or a lunatic— except
for the fact that everything He said would happen actually happened—exactly the way
He said it would!

What makes Jesus unique among every other man who ever lived? The empty tomb!
He proved who He was by raising from the dead! How do we know for sure 2000 years
later He really rose from the dead? The same way we know any other event to be true
in ancient history—by eyewitness accounts and written records. None of us were there
to witness the fact that Julius Caesar was the first Roman Emperor. None of us
personally saw the Battle of Bunker Hill in the American Revolution. None of us were
there to personally witness Abraham Lincoln delivering the Gettysburg Address. Yet all
of us believe these events really happened because of the eyewitness accounts and the
written record of others who were there! This is how we can verify the truth of any
event in history and this is how we can verify that the resurrection of Jesus Christ really
happened!

How else can we account for the changed lives of His disciples? On the night that Jesus
was arrested they all fled for their lives! When they saw the end of their friend they
wanted to save their skin! They started running and hiding in fear that they too might
be arrested and executed! But within just days they went from being cowards to
courageous. These same men who ran for their lives on the night of Jesus’ arrest, within
just weeks, were boldly preaching on the streets of Jerusalem that Jesus was indeed
the Messiah! Not even being beaten and threatened with their lives could shut them

up!

What could have transformed them so radically from men of cowardice into men of
courage!? What could have transformed them from men who were trying to save their

own lives into men who would be willing to give their own lives? IT WAS WHAT THEY
SAW WITH THEIR OWN EYES! They’'d seen Jesus crucified, they’d seen His lifeless
body laid in a tomb, but three days later they saw the empty tomb! Within days Jesus
was standing in their midst, in His resurrected body—with nail scarred hands! They ate
with Him. They talked to Him. They touched Him! This same man whom they saw
beaten and scourged and nailed to a cross! This same man who laid dead inside of a
tomb for three days was now alive and standing in their midst! THEY WERE CHANGED
BY WHAT THEY SAW!

So convinced of what they saw, that all except for the Apostle John would die the most
horrific martyrs’ deaths known to man. They would go from hiding for their lives, to
willingly laying down their lives for Jesus, in the most horrific ways imaginable. Some
were beheaded, some were crucified, some were pulled apart limb from limb. The only
one not to die a martyr's death was John, who was himself boiled alive in a cauldron of
hot oil for His witness of Jesus Christ! You could beat them, boil them, torture them
and even kill them—but you could not get them to deny that Jesus was the resurrected
Savior—the Messiah!

Four of them wrote down their eyewitness account in what is today known as the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Their accounts are verifiable. They are
reliable. They staked their lives on the truth of what they saw, they wrote it down and
sealed it with their own blood. And my friends, we can stake our lives on it too. We can
stake our eternal destinies on the truth of what they saw—Jesus Christ resurrected
from the dead!

Today, by faith, you can trust in Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior. Romans 10:13
says “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Repent of your sins
and confess them to Jesus. Surrender your life to Him and make Him your Lord! He
promises to forgive you of your sins, for this is why He died! And He promises to give
you eternal life with Him, for this is why He arose! Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Jesus said “I'm
the Resurrection and the Life, he that believes in Me, though he may die, yet shall he
live”. Choose life! Choose Jesus!

May God bless you on this Resurrection Day!

Pastor Phil



