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In this passage Jesus teaches the difference between a “hireling” and a true “shepherd” (v. 11-13)

*The “hireling” flees when he sees the “wolf” coming but the shepherd lays down his for the
sheep.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep! 1 Peter 5:4 calls Him the Chief Shepherd.
But He appoints “under shepherds” or pastors in local churches. False shepherds will abandon the sheep in
times of adversity, but a true shepherd gives his life for the sheep. For the “hireling”, the ministry is
merely a “career”, but for the shepherdit’s a “calling”. For the hireling, it's about a “job”, but for the

shepherd it's about “Jesus”.
*A shepherd’s calling is to lead, feed, and guide Christ’s flock.

Jesus laid down His life for the sheep and that is the ultimate example that every shepherd he calls
should follow—laying down their lives for the flock! (v. 11)

*A shepherd is called by God to be the
life!

of the flock—quarding the flock with his very own

When Jesus said “l am the door” (v. 9) He was eluding to the practice of 1™ century shepherds to lay down
at night in the door of the sheepfold. For a wolf or a thief to enter in, they would literally have to go
through the shepherd. The shepherd was saying “over my dead body” will anything enter that could hurt
these sheep!

Only when a shepherd loves the flock is he willing to give His life for the sheep!

John 13:34-35 “A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

*Jesus was teaching that to really love others it's going to cost you—Love is !

Jesus literally loved us to death! His love was not afraid to pay the ultimate price. Now He says “as | have
done for you, you do for others!” The mark of a true shepherd is that he would never ask the sheep to lay
their lives down for him...The mark of a true shepherd is when he’s willing to lay his life down for them!

ALBC should be a place where God can restore people’s faith in Church!

*There is a distrust of churches today because of two decades of “"Christian” leadership that has lacked
and honesty!

The Church in America has an integrity crisis among its leadership! Too many false shepherds who are
self-serving and self-pleasing instead of others-serving and God-pleasing!

Your pastors are fallible, imperfect people—we would never demand “blind” followership!

*But we desire to be the kind of leaders others want to follow—men of integrity, honesty and
!

God has given us a special thing at ALBC—it is worth defending! (v. 10, 12)

*There is a “wolf” that wants to get in among the sheep to devour and !
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“"Guardians of God’s Flock”
John 10:7-16
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He wants to steal our love, kill our unity, and destroy people’s lives. His method is to divide and conquer—
if he can divide the body of Christ he can destroy the work of Christ! And he wants to use your mouth to do
it!

*Satan destroys the body of Christ through gossip, rumors, and a critical complaining spirit—it's called
sowing and it’s a sin! People motivated by personal agendas, selfishness and
self-interests!

Proverbs 6:16-19 “These six things the Lord hates. Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A
lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in
running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among the brethren.”

*God puts sewing discord in the body of Christ on the same level as
His body!

—because it destroys

When people attack the integrity of the leadership of our body, they attack the health of the entire
body! When people engage in spreading rumors within the body, they attack the health of the entire body!

What should spiritual leadership look like at ALBC?

Philippians 2:5-8 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in the appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”

*Leadership is not about status and titles—it’s about , servant-hood, and sacrifice.
Why is humility essential for church leadership?

*Because leaders have the responsibility not to abuse their !

Why is humility essential for church membership?
*Because members have a responsibility to

to pastoral authority!

God gave shepherds to lead the sheep, not the other way around. (Hebrews 13:7, 17) Leadership is not
dictatorship—but God has delegated authority and a “chain of command”.

Pride breeds selfishness and selfishness breeds strife! Proverbs13:10 "By pride comes nothing but
strife...” (See also Proverbs 28:25)

*The Church in America has brought to the name of Jesus because of our strife and

in-fighting!

The average Evangelical church in America is full of dysfunction, divisions, dissension, discord,
in-fighting, back-stabbing and many end in nasty “splits” that spill out into the community and bring
shame to the name of Jesus!

We are all called to be guardians of God’s flock!

*Let’s vow to never allow anything to
name!

the beautiful bride of Christ or bring shame to His



