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Life is full of storms, large and small. In Acts 27 the Apostle Paul has been arrested and is on his way to
Rome. The ship he is on finds itself in a horrendous storm. This exciting story provides us with a living
devotion of how to survive the storms of life!

*Paul is a picture of the Christian as he sails through the seas of life on the ship of

Sometimes the “seas of life” are like a “fair haven” (v. 8). The winds are calm and the seas are tranquil.
But it never stays that way for long! Eventually on the seas of life our ship will run into a storm!

*We live in a world that is cursed by sin—the voyage of life can at times be !(v.9-10)
Paul said that “...sailing was now dangerous...the voyage would end with disaster and loss”. The winds of
adversity are rocking our nation. For many of us they are rocking our lives. To find your way through the
storms of life remember...

*Through whatever storm you’re going through today—there is a
is Jesus Christ!

on your ship whose name

The key to victory is not trying to “captain your own ship” or “chart your own course”. The key is letting
Christ be your Captain. He knows the way. And the Captain has the power to see you safely through any
storm!

Christ is the Captain of your salvation! (Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, Romans 5:1)

None of us can “save” ourselves. We've all sinned and our sin has separated us from God. That means we
need a Savior! Why is there so much sin and suffering in our world? Because people reject the only Savior
and do not submit to the Captain of their soul!

*Without Christ, your life is nothing but a ship!
Are you on the ship of faith...And is Jesus Christ your Captain?
*If there was a launching of your faith there will one day be a

of your faith!

Jesus is both the “author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). There is coming a day that your faith
will be finished because our “faith will become sight”. Right now we're told to “live by faith” but in eternity
we will have no need of faith, for we will see with our own eyes! Just stay on the ship!

Reasons why some jump off the ship of faith:
1) The storm has blocked out their ability to see the . (v.20)

They had not seen the sun or the stars for days and days! They’d given up all hope because they were
encompassed by darkness and could no longer see the light of the sun! Exactly what happens when the
storms of life blocks out the light of the SON!

*What God is doing through the storms of life is teaching you to live by and not
!
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"Stay with the Ship”
Acts 27
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2) The storm has caused them to lose their

. (v.20)

Sailors in ancient times depended on the sun, the stars and the moon to chart their direction. Sometimes
the storm clouds hang over our life for so long they cause us to lose our way.

How to find your way through the storms of life:

1) Throw up your sails of and .(v.15)

The crew had done all they could to fight the storm. They could no longer turn the ship into the wind so
they threw up the sails and just “let her drive” They let the wind take the ship wherever it would.

*In the Word of God, wind is a picture of the ! (John 3:8)

John 3:8 "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell from where it
comes or where it's goes, so is everyone who is born of the Spirit”

In the storms of life when you’ve done all you know to do, just throw up your sails of faith and obedience
and let the winds of the Holy Spirit drive your ship.
2) Be willing to the load. (v. 18-19)

They were loaded down with too much cargo so the sailors began tossing overboard whatever cargo they
could do without! Take inventory of your life and learn to travel light!
*There are some that we need to lay aside and throw overboard!

Hebrews 12:1 “"Therefore let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith...”
3) You've got to let down your . (v. 27-29)

They realized they were in dangerous waters. The sea was shallow. It was too dark to see the rocks so they
let down four anchors to hold them in one place.

In the storms of life you have four anchors!

*You've got the of God’s Word...Your faith in God’s Word...Your obedience to God’s
Word...and your hope in God's Word!

If your ship is securely anchored by those four things you can endure any stormiin life! You are never
without hope for God has made you certain promises. But those promises are made operable by your
faith and obedience!

God has promises to see you through the stormy seas of this life!
*So that one day He can shower you with blessings!

Romans 8:18 “The suffering of this present time is not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall be
revealedin us.”



