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“Standing in the Gap”
Ezekiel 22:23-32

*On July 4, 1776, our nation was born out of Christian idealism and principles. The priests and prophets (preachers) went silent on sin! They quit telling the difference “between the holy

and unholy...the clean and unclean” (v. 26)
After signing the Declaration of Independence, Patrick Henry stated "/t cannot be emphasized too strongly

that this great nation was founded by Christians on the gospel of Jesus Christ”. Samuel Adams stated after *America’s problems began decades ago when its preachers quit taking a stand for what God says about
signing the Declaration of Independence “We have this day restored the Sovereign (God) to whom all men !
ought to be obedient. He reigns in heaven and to the rising and the setting of the sun, let His kingdom come.”

George Washington stated "/t is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.” The motto of the American Church is “build a crowd at any cost” and “don’t talk about sin because you

might offend!” Because Israel’s religious leaders quit standing for the truth, the people of Israel lost their
sense of right and wrong. They began worshipping the pagan gods of their neighbors—Baal and Ashtoreth!

1

*The battle cry of the American Revolution was “We will have no King but

But many in our nation are reinterpreting American history and even the U.S. Constitution! *Baal was the god of economic prosperity—Baal ( ) is America’s god!

*The 1 Amendment (Separation of Church and State)
freedom FROM religion!

the freedom OF religion not  The sin of greed is the source of our nation’s current economic crisis. |s God judging our nation for our
worship of Baal? He certainly judged Israel.

“Separation of church and state” refers to the right of every American to worship God without
government interference—that’s it! But it's being used now by judicial activists in an attempt to erase any

residue of God from all things public! It was meant to protect the Church from government—not to protect e live ina materialistic (Baal) and pornographic (Ashtoreth) society where pornography is a multi-billion
government from the Church! dollar industry, where sitcoms are full of sensuality and movies are full of immorality! And it began decades

ago when the pulpits of our nation fell silent on sin!

*Ashtoreth was the fertility goddess—sexual epitomizes the nation that worships her!

*Andrew Jackson said “That Book (the Bible) is the on which our Republic rests.”

*We live in a “free” country but no one has the freedom to do that which God has already !
He was recognizing that the Bible was responsible for shaping the moral and spiritual fabric of our American o S _
society. The Bible was the foundation of our nation! But when the foundation crumbles the whole house will - As Christians we've grown so accustomed to living “in the dark” that we don’t even know the lights have gone
tumble! out! It’s time to stop adjusting our eyes to see in the dimness of the night and start holding up the light!
(v.30)
The nation of Israel in the days of Ezekiel was much like our nation!
2) The became corrupt. (v. 27)

*A nation born under God and became great because of God—but had
on God! The princes (politicians, governing authorities) became like “ravening wolves full of dishonest gain”. Politics

do not shape the moral climate of a nation. They merely reflect the moral climate of a nation.

The parallels between then and now are striking! If you want to see America’s future, just look into Israel’s
past! *A nation’s politics are always reflective of a nation’s ! A nation’s elected officials reflect the

moral values of the people who vote them in—and the moral values of the people are shaped by the pulpit.
The problem begins when preachers “white-wash” sin. (v. 28)

*The more you learn about Israel’s history the more you learn about America’s !

Israel had forsaken the God of heaven. They had turned to other gods. Wickedness reined and righteousness *Issues like “gay marriage” and “abortion” are not political issues—they are issues!

was ridiculed.

Our Founding Father Samuel Adam’s said "“Liberty will not survive the total extinction of morals”. We
*Because of their sin and God had allowed Israel to go into captivity! Founding should vote for government officials committed to preserving biblical morality in America.

Father William Penn said "“[f we will not be governed by God we will be ruled by tyrants.”

3) The became oppressed. (v. 29)

Because Israel had rebelled against God He had judged them for their sin. When an individual or a nation

fails to repent of their sin to receive the grace of God, all that’s left is the judgment of God! (v. 31) In the 18" century America they has a political revolution. In the 19" century America had an industrial

revolution. In the 20™ century America has a sexual revolution. What America needs in the 21 century is a

Understand what went wrong in Israel to learn what must be made right in America! spiritual revolution.

1) The became silent. (v. 23-26) *America will either have revival or we will have a




