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The Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Ephesians while a prisoner in Rome around 61 A.D.

*The church at Ephesus had been planted by Paul to be a
throughout the entire Roman world!

for Christianity

Paul had strategically chosen the city of Ephesus to plant a church—it was one of the most influential
cities of the Roman world! It was a major center of economic prosperity and political power, as well as a
pagan stronghold! /it was the capital of Asia Minor in what is today modern day Turkey.

*Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is an “open” letter meant to be read by all of Christians.

Who is the author of the book of Ephesians? (v. 1)

*The author is the Apostle Paul writing under the inspiration of the !

While Paul penned the letter to the Ephesians, it was the Holy Spirit who dictated it to him, which is why it’s
considered the “Word of God” not the “word of Paul”.

*The title “apostle” means "
foundation of the early Church!

"—God sent the apostles to establish the

Not just anyone could be called an “apostle”! To be an apostle you had to have seen, heard and witnessed
the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ personally! (1 Cor. 9:1, Heb. 2:3) It was the apostles whom God used to
write the New Testament and establish the early Church in its doctrine. (Eph. 2:20)

*The Apostle Paul was arguably the most and determined soldier of the Lord who
ever lived!

He understood there is a battle for the souls of men! (Ephesians 6:12) He knew many hardships as a soldier
of Jesus Christ! But everywhere he went the world was changed. Everywhere Paul went there was either a
REVIVAL or a RIOT! Either way, people were never the same.

Who is the audience of the book of Ephesians? (v. 1)

*Paul addresses his letter to the “saints” which means *
Christian is considered a saint!

one"—biblically, every person who is a

The moment you are saved by faith in Jesus Christ you become a saint in God’s eyes! The biblical definition
of a “saint” is different from what many people have been taught. Some believe that to meet the
qualifications of a “saint” you must be dead and have done a ot of good deeds. But Paul is obviously not
addressing his letter to dead people!

*A saint is who knows and loves Jesus Christ!

“The saints” represent every person who is a member of the body of Christ—His Church! If you have made
Jesus your Lord and Savior you are “in Christ” (v. 3-4) and because you are “in Him” and He is “holy”, then
God considers you a “holy one"—a saint!
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“An Open Letter to the Ephesians”
Ephesians 1:1-2
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*The goal of the Christian life is learning to live like the “saint” you are positionally!

That’s what the book of Ephesians is all about! It's about learning to live experientially like the saint you are
positionally! God wants to teach you through our study of Ephesians that your ultimate reality is not who you
are “in the flesh”, but who you are “in Christ”!

*Your positional reality can become your practical reality—you can live it !

Ephesians is the book that perhaps more than any other in the entire New Testament, teaches us how to live in
Christian victory!

Ephesians is laid out very strategically as God teaches how to live in victory!

*The first three chapters are deeply ...The last three chapters are highly practical.

In the first three chapters God teaches us who we are in Christ “positionally” and in the last three chapters we
learn how it should make a difference in our lives “practically” and “experientially”. The last three chapters
are deeply practical but...

*You must have a
Jesus Christ!

foundation on which to build your life and relationship with

“Doctrine” simply means “teaching”. It's critical that we delve into the deeper teachings of the Word of God
to grow into a deeper relationship with the God of the Word!

Ephesians is addressed to the “saints” and to the “faithful” (v. 1)

Christ is faithful to us, but how faithful are we to Him?

*To be truly faithful is to be willing to follow Christ no matter what the

The church at Ephesus proved historically to be a very faithful church. They were faithful to Christ, His
Word and to their purity of doctrine. They were faithful through persecution, tribulation, trials, tears and
even death.

*The power of the early Church was that they were faithful even unto ! (Revelation 2:10)
You could beat them, bleed them, crush them and even kill them—but the world couldn’t stop them! They
changed their world for Jesus because they were faithful even unto death. So what would it take for you to
stop being faithful?

Ephesians is written to teach us how to live in God’s grace and God’s peace (v. 2)

*You live in God’s grace and God's peace by
by giving in to God!

your life completely to God—you get God’s grace



