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*Christ died to tear down the walls that us from God and others!

We have the that invites! (v. 11-13)

Our natural state: we are from God (v.11-12)

Before Christ, as “Gentiles” (non-Jews), we were far from God, while the Jews were “chosen” by God to be the
race through which God would bring forth the Messiah. We had “no hope” and were “without God”.

Our new state: we are welcome God (v.13)

God made it possible to come near Him by the shed blood of Jesus. It's through the blood of the Jewish
Messiah that we come into God’s presence! While the Jews were “nearer” to God and the Gentiles “farther”
from God—neither had complete access to God. But the blood of Jesus gives equal access to all!

In the Jewish Temple a thick veil separated God’s presence from man’s presence!

*The Temple had three courts—the outer court, inner court, and the holy of holies where God
!

Hebrews 8 tells us that the tabernacle/temple was a “pattern” of the universe—a “shadow” of heavenly
things. The three courts of the tabernacle represent the three “heavens”. The outer court of the tabernacle is
where anyone could come—Jew or Gentiles. But only the Jews could enter the inner court and no one was
allowed behind the veil into the holy of holies!

*Only once a year on the Day of the Jewish High Priest would go behind
the veil to offer a blood sacrifice for the sins of Israel! According to Hebrews 8:1 it pictured Jesus as our High
Priest!

All of the Jewish sacrifices for all of those centuries were prophetically picturing the one final sacrifice for
sin—the Lamb of God who would spill His blood—the Lord Jesus Christ! Matthew 27:51 tells us that at the
moment Christ died on the cross the veil in the temple of “torn from top to bottom™!

*Christ tore down the that had stood between us and God—we

are welcome now behind the veil!

After He arose from the dead Jesus, as our High Priest, ascended to the Father in heaven. He went from the
outer court, through the inner court, and into the holy of holies.

*As our High Priest (Hebrews 8:1) Christ went behind the veil to offer His own blood as
for our sins! He offered His blood as a peace offering with God! (v. 14) Because of the blood of Christ.....

We are the that unites! (v. 14-16)

The hatred and division between the Jews and Gentiles was deep and enduring.
*The in the temple separating the outer court from the inner court was a visible

symbol of the separation between the Jews and Gentiles. (v. 14) But Christ was now uniting them into one
body!

“[ et the Walls Fall Down”
Ephesians 2:11-22
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*Christ has the walls that separate us from others!

The old barriers are abolished and a new bond is established!

1) All

is gone (v.17)

*Christ has united us into body!

Racial division was rampant in Paul’s day as it is in our day. But in Christ all the social walls,

ethnic walls, cultural walls and racial walls are torn down. It is walls of sin that divides us but it’s Christ who
unites us. All believers are equal members of His marvelous body!

2) All is gone (v. 18)

*All of us now have equal to God.

The Jews were nearer (inner court) while the Gentiles were farther (outer court) but neither could go behind
the veil into the holy of holies. Now everyone can go behind the veil—everyone can draw near!

*We have as fellow citizens. (v. 19)

We are “fellow citizens” of the same country—the heavenly Jerusalem—citizens of heaven! And in Christ
there are no “second-class” citizens!

*We have fellowship as (v.19)

We are members of new household — equal members of God’s family! We are brothers and sisters in
Heaven's royal family and “joint-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17)

We are the in whom God delights! (v. 20-22)

In the Old Testament God dwelled in a literal physical building—the tabernacle/temple:

*In the New Testament our bodies are His temple (1 Cor. 6:19)—we have an outer court (body) and inner
court (soul) and the holy of holies is our ! Our spirit was made to be the dwelling
place of His Spirit!

*God uses our lives as living stones to build up a
He dwells!

, breathing building on earth in which

(See 1 Peter 2:5) God laid the foundation for this living breathing building (the Church) on the Apostles and
the Prophets through whom He delivered New Testament doctrine—but Christ Himself is the cornerstone
on which all of it rests!

What are the walls in your life you have built that keep you from drawing near to God and others?

*Before Christ can build you there might be some walls that need to come !



