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*The early church was known for their incredible for each other and the

shared together!

they

Acts 4:32 “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say
that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things common.” (See also Acts 2:1, 2:44-
46, 5:12)

*The of the early Church was in their unity!

The power source for the church is the Holy Spirit of God. It's the Holy Spirit who energizes and empowers
the church. God’s Spirit dwells within the church’s members!

Many churches today are short-circuiting God’s power because of division and dissension!

*When a churchis not unified because of division or dissension, it “shorts-out” God’s power by
God’s Spirit.

Division in the church severs the church from its power source—it cuts us off from the power of the Holy
Spirit. God’s presence departs! Philippians 2:2 “Fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind.”

Unity on the part of God’s people is a prerequisite for God’s power to be poured out upon the church!

*God’s Spirit doesn’t come to make us united—God’s Spirit comes we're united!

Unity is necessary for an outpouring of the Spirit of God! God's desire is that we have unity so that we can
be the supernaturally empowered, Spirit-filled body of our Lord Jesus Christ!

*We must ourselves from anything that could threaten the unity of our church! (v.3)

People with personal “agendas”, “power trips”, a critical/complaining spirit, “whispering” about each other,
gossiping, spreading rumors, or attacking the integrity the leadership are all things that threaten the unity
of the church and thereby the health of the body!

We don‘t have to “create” unity—we just have to “keep” our unity! (v. 3)
*God has already us unity, but it’s up to us to guard our unity.

God has already unified us! (v. 4-6)

*We are unified because we
the same family with the same Father!

the same faith in the same Savior by the same Spirit as members of

It is not “unity at all cost” which is Ecumenicalism—the desire to unite all the world religions together. We
cannot be unified with people who do not believe in the Word of God or the God of the Word! We can live at
peace with anyone, but we cannot be unified with everyone!

*We are unified by our common faith and our common !
We are unified by our vision and our values—not personal “preferences” and “opinions”!

*There are ™ " beliefs on which we must agree to have unity.

*There are ™ -

" beliefs on which we can “agree to disagree” and still have unity.

"The Unity of the Body”
Ephesians 4:1-6
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*Any attitude or action that causes disunity is !

Our unity is because we are one Body. And we have one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism
and one Father—we are one Family! (v. 4-6) Our purpose is to guard our unity by not dividing over silly
“non-essentials”!

Church division has the potential to destroy the church’s vision!

*Satan’s #1 method of the work of Christ is to divide the body of Christ!

Any attitude or action that causes disunity in the church is a sin against the body—it weakens the body!
So we must all “stand guard” to protect our body from division, dissension or sewing discord.

Three steps to biblically resolving conflict within the body: (Matthew 18:15-17)
1) Settle disputes or disagreements . (Matthew 18:15)

2) Seek out church leadership to help mediate a . (Matthew 18:16)

3) Some sin or conflict that cannot be resolved privately must be dealt with
(Matthew 18:17)

Most conflict can be handled “privately”, but occasionally it must be handled “publically”. Jesus was
teaching that when sin of any kind is not “private”, but begins to threaten the health of the entire body, it
must be dealt with openly by the entire body. The way you stop a rumor is by telling the truth!

Attitudes and actions that promote unity in the body:

1) Putting others (v.2)

*Humility promotes unity, but is a poison to the body that eventually destroys with division.
Proverbs 13:10 "By pride comes nothing but strife...” Division and dissension in the body of Christ is
always the result of prideful, selfish and superficial people.

*Humility says “It's not about what's best for me—it's about what is best for the 1

2) Putting up with L(v.2)

*We need to have with each other and be willing to “put up” with others! There will
always be “personality conflicts” or people who just “get under your skin”. Extend to others the same grace
that God has extended to you!

3) Watch your . (v.29)

James 3:6 “And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity...” Your tongue is a fire than can burn down the
church. When you use your tongue to spread gossip, rumor, dissention, discord, criticism and
complaining...

*Your words can become little that have the power to infect the health of the entire body!
4) Be quick to .(v.31-32)

Un-forgiveness in the body will quench Gods presence and power in the church!

*Un-forgiveness in your will short-circuit God’s power and presence in your life!



