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*The greatest win of all time—when Jesus Christ came back from the dead!

This is the comeback victory that Paul writes about in verses 7-10. The same One who resurrected and
ascended into heaven is the same One who first descended into the “lower parts of the earth”. God had
allowed all the opposition of earth and Hell to unite against Him and crucify Him—but He came back alive!

*With His resurrection, Jesus Christ has scored the victory so that we can live triumphantly!

Everything that we have and everything that we are as the “redeemed of God” is based exclusively on the
victory of Christ’s resurrection.

We were born the first time in captivity, but we're “born again” (John 3:3) to live in victory! (v. 8)

*Doctrinally, the “captives” Jesus led to freedom were those Old Testament followers of God who'd died and
had gone to . This is the place referred to by Jesus in Luke 16. It's the
place where followers of God went when they died before the blood of Christ was shed, making it possible
for them to enter into heaven and the presence of God.

*Devotionally, the “captives” refer to you and me—we were born in captivity, but Jesus has set us !
We were born in captivity to sin and slaves to Satan. But through Christ we have been set free, released
from captivity and forgiven of sin’s penalty!

*Christ is a victorious King who has forever overthrown His enemy and freed his from
captivity!

Our Champion is Jesus Christ!

*Because you've been redeemed by the Champion, you can live like a !

*Together, our church can be a championship for Jesus!

Christ wants to teach us to live like champions personally and individually—to live in victory! And He wants us to
be a championship church together, corporately as His body!

How ALBC can be a championship TEAM for Jesus: (v. 11-13)

*Jesus is the of the team...The pastors are the of the team...

And the church members are the on the team (v. 11)

God used the “apostles” and “prophets”, or the 1™ century Church, to write the team “playbook”—the
New Testament. While there are no apostles and prophets today, the Church still has “evangelists” and
“pastors” and “teachers”.

*The primary job as pastors is not to do the work of the ministry—it's to others to do the work
of the ministry! (v. 12) A coach’s job is not to get on the field and actually play the game! It's to train, coach
and equip the players. His job is to help the players play up to their potential and put together a “game plan”.

*Every church member is a player—nobody is a !

"Being a Championship Church”
Ephesians 4:7-16
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It’s the collective strength of the individual parts that make the body strong!

*We are a: Because:
T T
E E
A A
M M

*We become a champion for Jesus by being emptied of and becoming “full of Christ"! (v. 13)

God’s goal is to grow us into the “fullness of Christ” so the world no longer sees us—all they see is “Christ
in us”! (Colossians 1:27) Christ desires to reproduce Himself in our character, conduct and conversation!

You grow from spiritual infancy to maturity so you can reach your potential as a player! (v. 14)

" and “consumers”...
" and “contributors”!

*The spiritvally immature are ™
...But the spiritually mature are *

*The spiritually immature are easily and led astray...
...But the spiritually mature can’t be swayed because they're steadfast in !

God wants you to “grow up” spiritually in every area of your life! (v. 15)

*You grow spiritually through the appropriation and of biblical Truth. As you grow
in the Truth of the Word of God you grow in your relationship with the God of the Word.

Only when individual members are growing stronger does the body of Christ grow stronger! (v. 16)

*The local churchis Jesus’ TEAM—we are literally His and He is our head!

Christ literally lives within each of us and together we make up His body—we are His hands and His feet
through which He wants to manifest Himself in the world!

*Everything Jesus desires to do in the world, He now does through ! (Colossians 1:27)

The local church is the only institution on earth through which God has ordained us to work in the world!

*There is no truly ministry done independently of the local church body. (See

1 Corinthians 12) Ministry done apart from the local body isn't necessarily “bad”, but it's not entirely
“biblical”. Somebody ministering apart from a local church is like a soldier going to war by himself without
an army!

The church is to be a championship TEAM for Jesus!

*On any team everyone plays a different position, but they don‘t run different plays! The
key to winning is when everyone is running the same play and everyone is doing their part.

*Our lives can only impact eternity when we our lives together to do together what we could

never do apart.



