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Morning Message

"Christmas Bread”
Micah 5:2
Pastor Phil Hopper

Evening Activities

The Worship Arts Ministry
Presents...
"An Abundant Life Christmas”
Tonight at 6:00 pm

Good Morning,

I'm Pastor Phil Hopper. My wife,
Christa and | along with the
church family of Abundant Life
would like to welcome you to
Abundant Life Baptist Church.

Pastor Phil Hopper
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“"Christmas Bread”
Micah 5:2

*While we don’t know exactly Jesus was born we do

know exactly Jesus was born!

Micah 5:2 is a prophesy written over 400 years before Jesus was born,
where the prophet Micah predicts the birthplace of the Messiah would
be a little town called Bethlehem.

How do we know for sure that Jesus is in deed the Messiah?

Messiah is a Hebrew title for “anointed one”. Christos or Christ is the
same title in the Greek. Jesus was His name but “Messiah” or “Christ” is
His title. But how do we know that Jesus is the Christ?

*Jesus is the only man in history whose life fulfilled all 61
written about the Messiah!

When God sent His Son into the world He sent Him with credentials!
Jesus had proof—the proof of fulfilled prophesy! One of those
prophesies fulfilled in the life of Jesus was the place of His birth—
Bethlehem!

Why would God choose Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Messiah?
1) Bethlehem is God's special

What about Bethlehem was so special? It was a little town of less than a
thousand that sat five miles south of Jerusalem—the greatest city of the
Jew! Wouldn't Jerusalem have made more sense?

God always works in the most unexpected ways!

*He is teaching us that it is never the of the person
or place through which God is working that really matters...It's the
of the God that is working that really matters!

*Bethlehem is a special place because its name means “House of

"

...Why would that matter to God? Because...

2) It's the birthplace of a special

*Jesus had to be born in the “House of bread” because He is known as
the “Bread of "

The interesting thing about Christmas is that God Himself became our
Christmas bread!

Jesus said in John 6:35 "l am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst"

The greatest tragedy is that millions celebrate Christmas without really
knowing Jesus Christ. They've tasted religion but it's left the
empty...they've tried ceremonialism but it's left them longing. The
Bread of Lifeis not found in some moldy denomination or stale church
tradition! It's found in a relationship with Jesus Christ!

*The Bread of Life was
life!

Why can Jesus offer everlasting life?

to bring us everlasting

*Because Jesus Christ is not only ancient—His are
from everlasting!

His origins didn’t begin 2000 years ago in Bethlehem. His origins stretch
beyond the Jewish father Abraham and His earthly genealogy. He is the
infinite God who became like unto finite man born of a virgin...

He was born in Bethlehem the “House of Bread” in a region known as
“Ephrathah”

*Ephrathah means the “place of

"y

God chose Bethlehem in a region known as Ephrathah for the Messiah
to be born because Jesus is our “Bread of Life” and He causes our lives to
be “fruitful”!

Jesus said in John 15:16 “...I have chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain...”
(See also John 15:5)

Jesus was born in the “House of Bread” in a place called “fruitful.”

*Because He is the one who can take a life
and turn it into a fruitful life for His glory!

The town of Bethlehem is first mentioned way back in Genesis 35.

In Genesis 35 Jacob’s wife Rachel goes into labor and dies giving birth to
Benjamin. As she is dying she names him Benoni which means “son of
my sorrow”. After she dies Jacob buries her outside of Bethlehem and
renames him Benjamin which means “son of my right hand”

God is teaching that Jesus is both our Benoni and our Benjamin!

*He can take a place in our life associated with suffering and turn it into
a place of and !

While Jesus was here on earth He was a “man of sorrows” according to
Isaiah 53:3. But Hebrews 10:12 tells us that He arose from the dead and
ascended back into heaven where He now sits on the right hand of the
Father!

3) Because God has a special

*Jesus is both a Redeemerand a ...Historically this is a
prophesy against the wicked rulership of Micah’s day. God is promising
that one day a new Ruler will arise—the King will return!

*The first time Jesus came to redeem mankind through the

The second time He's coming to rule mankind with a
!

He came the first time 2000 years ago as the “son of suffering”. But He's
coming back the second time as “the Father’s right hand” where He will
rule and reign forever and ever! (See Philippians 2:9-11)

Jesus shed His blood to redeem us from our sin!

*But for Jesus to be your
your !

you must make Him




